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Where’s The Line?
Introducing The Hallway M.L.C. Graffiti: Where’s The Line?
By Liz Buelow

By Ethan Densley and Evie Wiegardt and Roxy Light

We are thrilled to introduce the first
edition of MLC high school's
newspaper, The Hallway, brought to
you by the amazing students from
Journalism 2. This first edition features
student writing on a range of topics that
we have deemed both newsworthy and
humorous to MLC students, parents and
the general community. We hope you
enjoy our paper!

Around MLC, if one
knows where to look they
can spot a great variety of
graffiti. But when does it
go too far? We all know
about iconic pieces of
wall art such as “White
privilege is an MLC
character trait,” or
“Sneezy Wheezy,” which
were well-loved, mostly
harmless, and built a
community of sorts.
However, a recent spate
of not-so-positive
vandalism has caused a shift in the atmosphere and called
into question the already questionable practice of graffiti.

Hallway Staff
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Recently, two murals were defaced in the basement area
outside the science classroom and the art room with objectively
obscene (and in this reporter’s opinion unoriginal) imagery. The
murals were thankfully restored fairly easily, but unfortunately no
culprit has been identified. At this juncture they will probably
never be found. The act of vandalism has stained a record of
student graffiti being harmless and at times positive. When asked
for comment on why she thought the murals had been vandalized,
teacher Elizabeth Buelow said: “I think students do it (graffiti) as a creative outlet for the
most part, but I think the people who are doing the destructive graffiti are just trying to get
a rise out of people.”
Apart from the likely provocative element of the graffiti on the murals it probably
shares the same root that other graffiti in the school has, which Buelow previously
suggested: serving as a creative outlet. The vandalist’s anonymity (at the time of this
publishing) hides the true motivation of the graffiti, but it’s been speculated by staff and
students alike to have been either a single middle schooler or a gaggle of them. Middle
school is a harsh and unforgiving time in a student’s life, and perhaps this act of vandalism
was out of frustration or mere boredom. Thomas Schnebeck, math teacher and noted art
historian, agrees with Buelow and elaborates. “[Graffiti is a] contemporary art form, and
has themes of subversion, outsider art, mark-making...themes of transient art, art that isn’t
made to last. There’s lots of angles you can look at it, including straight up vandalism as
well. Art is a creative process, and a lot of what we’re seeing is a lot of non-consensual
additions to people’s art. That, by nature, is a destructive act.”
Graffiti is not always destructive, but what we see here at MLC is certainly so. The
motivation, Schnebeck figures, was mostly for shock
value. He continued to address the complexities of
the situation. “I’ve been a teacher here for six years,
and I’ve seen swastikas carved in bathrooms, racial
slurs on walls...Each situation can be different, and
we need to do a better job cleaning it up cleanly. We
need pride in our space, and ownership of our space,
and not acting like we’re here to goof around for two
years and then jet off somewhere else. This place is ours and we need to take care of it.”
In the history of MLC, bathrooms have been trashed and many forms of graffiti
have been here since the beginning. This, however, doesn’t mean it has to be an
eventuality. With dedication and focus on keeping our school clean, we’ll keep the halls
clean of any offensive or otherwise disruptive graffiti.
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Lunchtime Follies: A Disgruntled
Vegan Op-Ed
By Roxy Light
School food. Although generally despised by the
general school-going public, it is an undervalued asset
and there is not enough praise for the hardworking cooks
of cafeterias everywhere. That being said, there seems to
be a lack of accommodation and consideration in the
meal plans that PPS has. As a vegan with lactose
intolerance, my daily choice of food is usually heaping
servings of vegetables and an “uncrustables” sandwich.
Somewhat healthy yes, but it becomes apparent that the
options for those who don’t eat meat and/or cannot
imbibe lactose are severely limited. In recent memory,
the only time I can remember a main meal not having
some form of meat or lactose in it was beans and chips,
an oddity in a sea of pizzas, hamburgers, hot dogs, and
cheese-stuffed lasagna.
Though it may seem like privileged whining, this
affects more than just the vegetarians and vegans of
Portland Public Schools. The lack of alternative meals
affects those with allergies who can’t really afford to eat
elsewhere during lunch time or have meals taken with
them. In fact, before I became vegan, I was only eating
meat at school, where the abundance of it was seemingly
unavoidable.
Of course, as much as I’d like to see this, it is
easier said than done. The addition of these new meals
would be costly and perhaps take away from some of the
other existing options, which I’m certain would lead to
minor outrage among the population. Keep in mind, the
meals I’d suggest would be very similar save for a few
replaced elements.
(Lunchtime Follies cont. on page 4)

PTSA Opens Its First Ever Pantry
for Students and Families
By Seamus McAnulty and Eric Doneker
  On December 11, MLC’s Parent Teacher Student
Association (PTSA) launched its first ever clothing and
food pantry. This endeavor aims to collect food,
clothing, and sanitary products for MLC students and
families in need. Alisa Welch, PTSA president said:
“If we work together as a community, and pool our
resources we can help the kids that really need it.” The
pantry is open from 8:30-9:30 on Wednesdays when
there will be a “Breakfast Club.” The door will also be
opened by request anytime, the office has a key.
Down near the gym in
room 110 (the book or
storage room), the
newly-painted and
brightly-lit pantry
offers free clothing
and food for those in
need. The pantry will
be accepting most clothes but if the clothes are smelly
and or riped they will be thrown away so if you are
thinking about donating any ripped clothes save
yourself a trip and just throw them away. This is a
safe, judgment-free zone where students can get
clothing and food. You can donate food and clothing in
the labeled red boxes right outside the library.
“We want students to know that it’s ok to take
what you need… We’re not going to be policing it but
we still want students to be mindful of the space,” said
Welch. If you are considering donating food it’s
important to know the requirements.
(MLC’s New Pantry cont. on page 4)
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(Lunchtime Follies cont. from page 3)
The addition of “veggie burgers” and pasta with tomato
sauce (and no cheese), for example, would be hardly
offensive to the school luncheons. Such foods can be
added to the menu very cheaply, much more than the
general public are lead to believe. Legumes and grains
make up most vegan meat-alternatives, bringing protein
at a low price.
In conclusion, such a change would certainly
result in more students choosing to eat school lunch, for
it would invite a new level of cuisine from the kitchens
of PPS. Myself and many others would love to see an
expanded list of main courses without meat and dairy in
the school lunch agenda. I have no doubt that such a
change could be implemented soon, and that there would
be a great response to it from PPS’s population.

MLC Solstice Celebration
By Kiley French-Glover
Solstice is a long running tradition that’s been at
MLC for 37 years. It consists of a show started by Marjorie
Holland, a former math teacher’s former wife. Every year our
MLC students host performances by grade level, ending in a
choreography performed by the high school community. The
pageant presents alternate tales of why winter solstice is the
shortest day of the year. After the all school gathering, we
head out to the blacktop to play around a fire and sound off
drums.
On Dec 19th this year, the K-6 classes are coming up
with their own skit and the 7x8’s are working with the
Children’s Theatre for their act. As of this year though, the
high school pageant is not as
usual, they have been
working in clubs time!
Supervisor, communicator,
reserver and buyer Melanie
Jeudy hosts our high school
solstice club every
Wednesday.
“This is the second year in a row that the students have
really handled everything themselves,”Jeudy said. Another
new feature of this year’s highschool pageant is that a printed
picture book with this year’s story will be available for
purchase after the event.

(MLC Solstice cont. on page 5)

( MLC’s New Pantry cont. from page 3)
“We really need shelf safe items… things that aren’t
going to go bad,” said Welch. Canned and packaged
foods are best so that they won’t spoil.
With all this in mind, the holidays can be a
hectic time for families experiencing hunger, which is
why this space is open to students and their families.

Screaming In The Halls Increases
Productivity At MLC
By Roxy “The Tweezer”Light
 “It’s the only thing really keeping this school
stable,'' says Dr. Randall Kuack, a behavioral scientist
who, upon visiting MLC for about three seconds,
noticed the intense lack of restraint students had in the
halls when it came to lowering their voice. “Every five
seconds or so, a child would release an ear-splitting
scream and essentially deafen me for about an hour.
However, by observing the students at work in class, I
noticed the calming effects of the constant cacophony
outside. It seems the ringing in the ears of the students
creates a white noise effect which leaves the students
unable to engage in distracting conversations with their
similarly affected friends.”
The screaming in the halls is a common
occurrence at MLC, and most students and faculty
don’t even notice it anymore. In order to get a better
insight on this strange phenomenon, we decided to get
the words right from the screamer’s mouth. Joseph
Biggs-Loude, grade 7th, had this to say.
“AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
AAA.” Biggs-Loud then commenced to start showing
our interviewer memes on his phone (a few were pretty
funny, to be completely honest).
(Screaming In The Hall c ont. on page 5)
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Solstice is one of the oldest traditions at MLC but teachers
and students all take part in changing and playing off the old
traditions to make exciting and fun new ways of celebrating.
One evolving tradition for the school has been our
after-gathering fire. What we burn and what it symbolises has
changed over the years. However the fire in our tradition
always represents solstices “bringing of light” as it is the
shortest day of the year with the lengthening of days to
follow. “Solstice is an opportunity for the whole school to
sing and dance together,” said Julie Walrod, solstice planner.

Resident Critic Eric
Doneker Reviews the
Film Knives Out:
By Eric Doneker
Knives Out is a murder
mystery film centered around Marta Cabrera, the nurse
of 85-year-old Harlan Thrombey. Thrombey is a famous
mystery writer whose death is ruled a suicide by the
police. Detective Benoit Blanc is hired to solve the case.
With a family of eccentric rich people, chaos and fun
ensue.
The family includes a wide variety of kooky
members who inhabit their roles with an abundance of
glee. Some of the notables include Chris Evans--Captain
America himself--as bad boy nephew Ransom; Jamie
Lee Curtis as Thronby’s scheming daughter; and Toni
Collette as liberal daughter-in-law Joni. Each family
member has their own self-interest to look after,
particularly when Harlan Thronby’s millions are at stake
and there’s a will to be read.
The film even veers a little bit into the political
sphere, with acerbic comments at the family table about
immigrants and red hats that are quite contemporary and
allude to what many Americans experience when getting
together with relatives.
I enjoyed this movie a lot and had a good time
watching it. The acting is great and it has a good mix of
serious parts with humor mixed in at crucial points. The
movie does a good job changing your suspicion from
each character until the final reveal. 4/5 stars

(Screaming In The Hall c ont. from page 4)
Though the boost of productivity is a massive
benefit, many seniors have selfishly displayed
annoyance with the holy gift. “Please...I just want to be
able to hear my mom’s voice again...I’m begging you,''
mumbled an ungrateful senior, their swinery apparent.
In conclusion, there’s only one way to rock at
MLC, and that’s with your mouth open wide and your
vocal chords a’ bursting. Check with us next week for
more bold and irresponsible journalism.

Write In!
Questions, Comments, Concerns,
Kudos? Tell Us What You Think!
Give us a scoop! Ask for advice!
Write a letter and get it published!
E-mail us at ebuelow@pps.net
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Thanks for reading! See you next time!
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